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PRESS STATEMENT: 26. 2. 69. 
FROM: LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR. DUNSTAN). 
SUBJECT: STOTT'S ATTITUDE TO CHOWILLA. 
The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Dunstan) said today that surely 
the Speaker in the House of Assembly (Mr. Stott) realised that any 
plea to the Federal Government for the retention of Chowilla would 
be ineffective unless the State Government was prepared to change 
its attitude. 
He said that Mr. Stott had already been given an opportunity to show 
that he was genuine in his desire to see Chowilla proceeded with. 
"During the last session of Parliament the ALP moved a vote of no 
confidence in the Government over its handling of the Chowilla issue,"' 
Mr. Dunstan said. 
'•This provided Mr. Stott with a chance to change the Government's view, 
but he chose to support the Hall Government in dicing Chowilla. 
"Since then he has said that the dam is the most important single 
thing for the people of SA, particularly for those in his electorate. 
''Obviously he believes that his position as Speaker is far more 
important to him than the needs of the people he represents.1' 
Mr. Dunstan said that as Speaker, Mr. Stott had the power to serve an 
ultimatum on the Hall Government demanding that it change its attitude 
towards Chowilla. 
"Instead he has chosen to skirt around the State Government, which : 
should have been his first objective, and make his plea for Chowilla 
to the Commonwealth Government. 
"He is smart enough to know that even if he gets a sympathetic hearing 
from the Commonwealth, it will be no good unless it is coupled with 
a similar reaction from the State Government." 
"Mr. Stott is one person in this State who has the power to force the 
Hall Government to push for Chowilla. 
"If he cannot achieve this, and it is his genuine desire to see that 
Chowilla is built, it is incumbent upon him to put the present 
Government to an election, and let the people of this State decide 
the issue. 
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Mr. Dunstan said that up until the last few days Mr. Stott had 
been extremely quiet about Chowilla. 
"However this week and last week I have been speaking at public 
meetings along the Murray and explaining the situation. 
''Because of the tremendous support I have found for Chowilla, it 
seems Mr. Stott has got cold feet. 
,?He knows that tomorrow I am speaking at Waikerie, and on Monday 1 
shall be at Loxton, both of which are in his electorate. 
"Mr. Stott is now putting on a sham fight to try and show that he 
is still agitating for Chowilla, when he has already been 
instrumental in throwing it down the drain. 
"It appears that following Sir Thomas Playford's statements about 
the dam, Mr. Stott is trying to square off because of the strong 
feeling that there is along the Murray about the pitiful fight 
that certain politicians have put up over the issue." 
Mr. iJunstan added that any move by Mr. Stott to change the Hall 
Government's attitude wdUld 'have 'the 'full support of the ALP. 
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FROM":' LEADEfl OF "THE OPPOSITION (MA. DUNSTAN) . 
SUBJECT: STOTT'S ATTITUDE TO CHOWILLA. 
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The'Vieader of vthe Opposition'^J/ir. Dunstan) said today that surely 
the*. Speaker in the House of Assembly (MT^Stott) realised that any 
plea to the Federal Government for the-retention of Chowilla would 
be ineffective unless the State Government was prepared to change 
i'ts attitude. 
He said that Mr. Stott had already been given an opportunity to show 
that he was genuine in his desire to see Chowilla proceeded with. 
"During the last session of Parliament the ALP moved a vote of no 
confidence in^the Government over its handling of the Chowilla issue,"' 
Mr. Dunstan said. 
"This provided Mr. Stott with a chance to change the Government's view, 
but he chose to support the Hall Government in dicing Chowilla. 
"Since then he has said that the dam is the most important single 
thing for the people of SA, particularly for those in his electorate. 
"Obviously he believes that his position as Speaker is far more 
.important to him than the needs of the people he represents." 
Mr. Dunstan said that as Speaker, 1%. stott had the power to serve an 
ultimatum on the Hall Government demanding that it change its attitude 
towards Chowilla. 
"Instead he has chosen to skirt around the State Government, which 
should have been his first objective, and make his plea for Chowilla 
to the Commonwealth Government. 
"He is smart enough to know that even if he gets a sympathetic hearing 
from the Commonwealth, it will be no good unless it is coupled with 
a similar reaction from the State Government." 
"Mr. Stott is one person in this State who has the power to force the 
Hall Government to push for Chowilla. 
"If he cannot achieve this, and it is his genuine desire to see that 
Chowilla is built, it is incumbent upon him to put the present 
Government to an election, and let the people of this State decide 
the issue. 
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Mr. Dunstan said that up until the last few days Mi^ Stbit had 
been extremely quiet about Chowilla. 
"However this week and last week I have been speaking at public 
meetings along the Murray and explaining the situation. 
"Because of the tremendous support I have found for Chowilla it 
seems Mr-. Stott has got cold feet. 
"He knows that tomorrow I am speaking at Walkerie^ and on Monday J 
shall be at Loxtonj both of which are in his electoratei 
"Mri Stott is now putting on a sham fight to try and show that he 
is still agitating for Chowilla, when he has already been 
instrumental in throwing it down the drain. 
"It appears that following Sir Thomas Playford's statements about 
the dam, Mr. Stott is trying to square off because of the strong 
feeling that there is along the Murray about the pitiful fight 
that certain politicians have put up over, the issue." 
Mr. Dunstan added that any move by Mr. Stott to change the Hall 
Government's attitude wciUld'have'the'full support of the ALP. 
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